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UNION COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA. 

'~rief History of Its Formation and Development. Climatic 
19&4. and Agricultural Resources. Fine Showing in Educa-
10&4 tional Progress, Social Conditions, and General Wel-
-:5 fare. Biograpical Sketches of Men Who Have 

5 

Been Prominent in Its Development. Monroe, 
the County Seat, Center of Its Activities. 

By D. P. WATERS. 



. The act to layoff and establish a sh all tll.ke from the PUrt b :uilel's l 
i6county by the name of Un ion wu i IJonda 8n(1 aecu,"lty for the purch 38 1 1 

I , Imoney. made ]myable to the Chalr-
r~t thH! on the] 8t h. day of Ueccln ber I m.:l. ~ of t !!e County Court f\lld h la 
1842 : 11 13 It enact'.!d by 1113 u e nerul !;UCCeBIIOn; and \IlIOn the ])Rymen t 
Ass::rubly of the St a'i.c of North Cf,r-i o t lhe 1IIlI'chase mon ey. the Chalr
olina, and It 18 her eby enMted by 11n8U or hla successors I1l1all execute 

• '.I tle therefor; wh ich money ahaH be 
the au,horlty of the same, That a i a ]JIIIOl)l'inted to the bu ild i ng ot a 
lIew county b y the nRUle of Un !on,:courthou a6 lu)(1 Jail. 
be and the Mme 1& hereby laid ort I '" Sec. 4. Be it fu rth er enacted, 

o:'8tabllabed of parts o f the coun- That the JnaUce8 ot the lienee and 
of M"ecklenbelg and ~n801l. Be·~dH' orn("er~ ... 'I)e ''''\Utla who ,·esl:le 

;~~~e:r.:~t'=ii1. --- , '!t!.]O'klrn.lwlU, . .' .": • .t"'""':' 0I. ,r .... {- ,,'4-v .. n • ., , .... "~,, __ . u ." .... 1 ... 11 "11 .... ".hlti} '(I aG,G aud 
eUllt C I the South e)(er~ l se al1 the oUlllal J)owers lind 

- C •. ,.;; •• ' relics; til nce, authorities In anll for said coun ty: 
east of U t:foUaty . , ' e, ' that th ey have hl t hol"to held and 
so that be mllcs ; exercleed In the countlu of Meck· 
ea8t of the Cabarn ~ corner. Ol~ lenberg and Anson. 
Rocky River; th(·I. ("e li D ; he varIOUS Sac. o. Be It further en a~ t'.l d, 
coursell of Rocky J{iver to th e COl·· That t he Constables Tl-QW residing 
ncr ot AnSOIl alJd ) Iecklenburg ; wlthlll the Ihnlts o f the cou nty of 
th ence with the Cabarrus Hne. thrile P nlon, shall contlnu 6 to hold their 
mIl&!; t hence a direct Une to where o ft Ices aMI ]lerform all duties up· 
th e P ro,·j o.lence roud CrOSStH Six ,\I ile pnrtalnlng thel·cto. until the flr8t 
creek: thence w Ith th(' meanders of County Court to be held for Aald 
the 'c reek. to the South CaroHaa county. under t he 8ame rules, reg
line: thence wit h t he South Caro: lna ulallonA alld penalties 118 con8l aLJI : s 
line to the begin n ing; whI ch Alla11 are Allbject to In this St ale. 
h a ... e all· the power8, authori ties and Sec. 6. Be It turth er ella~ ted, 
hnmunlt1es of other cou ntle8 In th l8 That t here shall be a SU].Ierlor Court 
State. (lr l .. aw and Equity opened and held 
SUPPI ,E)U::-;TAJ. AOJ'. ( I'ol"t.io "" ') at LabaU·s Cr088-Roads, In the said 

county at Union on the 8econd Mon. 
The following Act,8ul)plentcnta l to dill' of Februal·Y . In the year one 

th e above, was pasaed by the snme thoul'I"\fId eight .Iundred and forty· 
General Al!8em bl y, ancl rnUned on fOU l·, and the second M onday In Au_ 
the 26th d:l>Y "f January, 1843 : Set'. I:\llli t foJ]owng, and at t he sa1'ne 
J . Be It enact~d b y lhe Gener al As· 1)la,·(, f,·om tIme to time, unle811 a 
sembly of th e State tof North Caro· courthoulK\ ~hali be butJt In the 
IIna. and It Is hlneb)" en act ed by tha mcnnti w(), as ])rqvlded for In t h l8 
authority ot the same. T hat the net. ill the town t her ei n to be e8· 
(ou n ty of u n ion shal l be. and III t aullo;hed ; tl,('n at snld t own and 
hereby Invested w i th all the 1·lght~ , coU .. 11~01J8r l'r. tlu· second Mond ay 
privileges Ilnd Immun ities of t he In F ebru ary and A ugust In e!I.Ch and 
oth er counties In thlll State, except cv>}ry yell!" t her eafter: whch Court8 
IlS Is hereafter provided. IIhall 1: 1l\·t· the lIame ju rIsdict ion 

Sec. 2. Be It further enacl~d , T ha t tha t the IU·+'<lUll SU I)erlor COurt8 ot 
\Vi!lIam Wilson , JameA A. lJunll. 1.llw u,1d i'.:(julty In tbe 8ever al coun· 
SIIa8 Stewart. M08e8 Cuthbertson, tlea In thl8 S:ate 1I0W have and 
and .iamell Marsh, are bereby tll)- eXt'I·" js.! . 
])olnted commissioners to select nnd Sec. 7. Be It further enact ed, 
determ ine UI)on a 81 ~e for a perma· TI, .. t .. C(lur t of Plens and Qua,·te: 
IIent 8eat of jua~ l ee fOr said county, SeSfllons I;'ha)l be. and t he same Is 
wb o IIhall locate the Aame as near hereby e8tablished In and for th e 
th e centre as a suItable location can cou nty of Un ion , to be held by th e 
bOl obtained, ])rovided It Sh all be jU8t1CC8 o f lIald coun ty 011 the 
"Itb ln t wo mll(8 of the centre of rli·at Monday In April, J uly and Qt· 
~ald county. whiCh centre shall be touer. In ellch Ulld every year ; and 
t aken to that polut In a dIagonal the f ~rst 8 :;S910~ o f nld Court ahall 
li ll I!, J" ~ nnlng frOIll tb e 1I0rtheast to lit: held at I .. auat :: '. CI·oss- ltoad8 on 
the 80uthe88t ()J: treml ty of saI d · th", first Monday In A ])r iJ next. 
('ou n ty. which III equldl.tant f !"om and ai the same 1)lace trom tillie 
said extremities. to li llie, until a lI ~ n t o t j ustice Shall 

Sec. 3. Be It fur ther enact ed, be establlshcd for said cou nty, as 
That a majori ty of 8ald comm ission- Is hereby provided; and at the fi rs t 
E!-ra Shall ha·/e ]lower to I)Urch9.8 ~, 116[910n of said Court, a majority of 
(II· recei ve by donation tor the ('oun. t.!l.~ .luslle68 of t he POJace baing 
ty or Union, a traet o f Innd cons'st_ I)esent. they shn l l elect a Cle rk 0 1 
Ing of not less than fifty acr ell. no'· t7h Sn~rlor GOUtt, n Clerk of the 
Ifrore t han olle hundred. to be con- Cou nty Court. Cou n ty Attlor ney, 
veyed to the Chairman o f th e Cou n. Sheriff, COl"oner. Rag lster, ~;n t ry_Ta. 
L'LCo.J.U:L01 • ..airl....£:.oJl.llJ~_n.l'I.d.j.1..a..&iI e or. Consblbles an d all 
ceAAor s In Of rice, UPOII wnk .... . " ., .. ''' ·'''r v i ., ..,,,, , . ~,J"" ..,u .. ... ~; . Mj~ 
shal l be laid off and ca lled Monroe, lshall en ter In to th e bonds reQ.ulred 
where the courthvuse llnd i all shal l by Inw, and shall hold an d can· 
be el·ect ed, and where. aTter the I till ue In lIald office, until 8acces,;ors 
cOIll]lletlon of said courthouse, the to them are duly ch08en and (]uRli. 
courts of 8ald cou n ty ~hall be held n ell, accordilll~ to the ac t8 of Ill'! 
and th e cler k A a 'H} .. ",gllltCT8 shall General A81l~ "'bly . h su ch ca8 \ 
keep their otUctQ. And the said m ade and provided. 
commisllioners shall Iny off the 10UI 
of said town. and after d~s ign at lng 
. \I ch 1!.8 shall be r etaIned for ])ub-
Hc useA. shaH, wheuever required by 
th e County Court Of said county. 
\lXp08e, after due notice. th e re81due 
to sale at public auet!on . upon a 1 
cr edit of oue and two years, and 



A",hCI',.ft.'s SIII'I Ii /{ et I:m'k Ih~",t, r;'Ollr i'lI lell ERst o r MOIII'II" , 

This famous spring and !andlllark is on the side of the Monroe and 
W aduboro road, and for mallY yea~s has furnish ed cooll ng drnugbts for 
mltn and beast. I t Is on th e ]lI'Ollerty of hp. lrs of the late Dr, J, 13. 
A shcra ft, aDd sun rODders generous Be n ' ice to al! who tblr8t. 



/ 

Bank of \Vingntc awl J. L. Austin & Co. 

J. I._ 1\ USTI N & (.;0. 

The hrgest store In Wi ngate Is 
owned and conducted by this tirm. 
A handsome bri ck bundi ng 60x7Q 
fa :::: t floor dlmcns'oDs. Is wholly lie. 
voted to the busln(88 of the con
cern , b~8lde8 II. big IItOl'age ware
house for the heavier lines of goodS. 
In tho d~i)artme n t8 or tMs s :ore 
will be lound a vEry comp l:: t e stock 
of dry goods, gro~erlc8 . clothi ng . 
furniture anti undertaken 8UPI)]l t 8, 
and a!eo agricultural Implements. 

The pr: scnl bUlIi nef8 III the out- I 
g rowth of the firs t store started In . 
thl8 10call ;;y, and was knO"'1l 8s 1 
St3wart, AlIstln &, Co., changing t \\'O I 
years later to Perry & Stewart. From 
an original atock valued at allout 
$800 It has grow n to illl l)re8<:nt I 
large 1)!'Oport !OIlS. SeVEn years a :(o 
It was Incorporated under the above ' 
title with Il capital of $6,000, In. 
creased three years la ter to $12,· 
000, s nd s'nee th cn to $15,000 . The 
pres~nt oHlcers of the firm are; 
'V. H. Perry, prEs' dEnt; G. 1I1. 
Stew art, vlce.presld( nt; J . I ... Aus· 
tin, general manager. 



/ 

Bauk of Wingnte an1 J . L . Austin & Co • 

A charter was grauted t ills bank 
in 1909, and Its doors opened for 
bUll lnes8 on OClob:lT 15th of the lIa me 
year. Thl] capital Is $ 10, 000, which 
III tully lfald In. Its stockliolde rs 
are compoiled mostly of local mer
chants and farmers, and the busl
n e88 of the bank has been highly 

• t fJ).tl8(at tory to all concerned In Its 

j::;'ull~t' dl ~I~', 0:" ,til:'"" i:1 ~~~;: ; 
! 9 [ I, 5. lIu n , ju B o f U.2uO hilS alao ' 
b ltl tl a ccumulated. F rom January, 
191f), to January, 19 1 ] , d ~ I)OIlI ' ", 
had increased from $24,000 to $;)0,-
500, T he handsome buildi ng orcu
pled by th e bank Is ow ned by th e 
stockholders. 

T he ortlee ra are all follows: R. A. 
Morrow, p res ide nt; W. ~L Perry, 
vloo-pr(8id(:nt; J. W , Bhens, caan'l 
ler ; Miss Janie BIvens, aSB ' 8 ~a:nt 
cashie r. 



, 

~nC81dC "CC or J . W. llivcn8. 

J . W. U1\1";N~. 

Johu Wilson Blvene Wali born In 
Union cou nty n : ar what III now th e 
tow n o f Ma ' lhvLle , OCtOh8" 29, 
1869, H e I, a 8Q!I of H enry BI /en8 
and M artha J. (Allh{fat~ , ' Blvenll 
botb nath'(8 ot Union county, H e 
wall reared on a farm, following 
that vo:::aUon until 189(,1 when he 
Wa..lI elocted to the of rice of Hegll.er 
of D03ds fo r Unio n cou nly li nd I ; f\
.;d 81.1: yell~" He r .:aumed f!l.l'llllnl . 
but In 1901 he was aga' n honored 
by h ' . r ! lIow·~ 1 Izeo •. be ing ei 3lt::d 
to . ~rve tn th e tow Jr hc uI .J of the 
Gene ra] Asa : mbly dudo. lhe 8e8-
Id e·n o f 1901-1902. Mr. 0l ven8 baB 
been t Uhler of the Bank or wln
gata . ' nce lI.lay, 1910, I. a member 
of lhe firm of J . L. AUI In & Co .. 
.\ni.l prlnel l)!\! owner of th a 'Vlngate 
tele;>hone 8ystem . Duri ng Ida el; lI. 
year, 8orvl ~ e III te wn conlJn l~I 'oner , 
and In h!a z":l alouB e ffor ta tOIl'ard tile 
Juppor t a nd mlllnt~nance of the '''- In 
gala S::hool, he dla,)Lared a hlgb or- \ 
d or or public spirit an;! LLbe ra Llty. 

In 1884 be lDarrled Anna WIl
liaml, dallgbtn c.r S. A. Williams 
cof Union coun ty. Of tb 'a IIn lon alx 
children are Jiving. aa tollowl : Mar )" 
Lee (Mra. B. Y. Tyner). J anIe, .JO!1R 
A., Sarah, WilLII' and Doroth y. 







T he LIlI,tl T. C. B uhllllkl:!. 



I,' IUST WUI{1' lIEL." 

Th e firs t session of the Court or 
Pleas and Qu arte r S~8Slons was he ld I 
at LabaH's Cross Road ll In April. 

, 18 43, and continu ed to be he ld 
, i the r ll unll! OctOber, 111 4<1, th e new 

coun hou se at Monroe not being I 

I ready for ~~~;::i::;~iti~~":;i~~:: term 
first court 

the old gin 
a bout ' four 

"-''''''0, with the 

The 1 .... 1.0 J: p, H OI'II: 

McCorkle, Jame"B C. '::;~:ii;l<t~~,~ 
S tewart, John Blount, } 
ney, William R08s, Ste llht n Hastey, 
WIlliam Hamilton, Na.hanle l Bivens, 
MoseH w. Cuthber tson, Aaron Li t
tle, Thomas C. Wilson, l...enluel Par
ke r, Hugh Stewar t , J0891111 T . Draf
fin , William Blb\.ls, James Be!k, 
Marcus Austl ll . 

th e court wall organized, the 

!~!:~~~f'!fJUlJtlces were cOlUmlss ~on-M. Harris, SIISH PreSlar, 
Muse, James G. L\lalr, 

I ,William H. SimP-
I ,David A. Co,·lng_ 
DOBter and George Llt-

... ,, 11 • r U I I , • I 
f in and Ez~k[el Gurley. T h 's Board II 
w I~ 1'l1llilower<lrl by the new cons . 1-
tutlon 01 tllll :!iUI.l.e to "~"!111", .nnt 

perform (.>e rta[n dut!u ''''i~;.'''"~ l 
prev ious ly \.leen under t he 
tlon of the Couny Courl, 
settling c laims against th jl ::i~:~~;;; 1 
appropriations for necessary I 
men ls , e tc, 



.1 .. 

1'h o,) 1 . .Itlw J: I~. Horll: 



• 
The r""tl" JIllIU .. 1I ;\1. M el 'III1.,. 



H U( HI l\l cWILlHT"~II . 

Hugh McWhirter waa ~orn In 
Mecklenburg cou nty. S&ptember 18, 
18:17 . His father, F. B. McWhirter. 
waa a native ot Union cou nty, but 
moved to Mecklenburg (ounty In 
1842. Hla mothe r , Alba B. ( WIl
aon ) McWhirter, was horn In Meck-

. jlcnhurg county, a daughte r of Hugh 
Wilaon of the aame (ounty. Mr. M c
Whirter waa engaged In farming In 
hi, n lHl;e ,'o~ r.ty u ntil ,roo when 
l Ie moved to Union , ,ellll ng nellr 
Wingate. He own8 a Une t lU'm the re 
which III extenSively cu ltivated , be
" Id es owning a handsome restdencee 
In the lown of Wingate. He Is we ll 
known in the cou nty Ill! .. progrea
II lve and public spirited ei lh.en. 

In 1882 Mr. McWbirter married 
Dora V. J e rome, daughter of E. A. 
Jerome, both natives of Union coun
ty. Ot this union the re a re three 
ch ildren !lvl ng: WlllIall\ E .. Robert 
Lawlon. and Alfred B. 



M1I.ITAity HI::CO HU. 

During the war between t he States 
Un ion coun ty f urn 'sh ed 2, 500 m en 
(or the Con fede rate army, th 's nUIll
ber bein g much in excesll of the 
'o ~lng stren gth of t h e en ti r e t ounty. 
UI) to A])rll, J 1; 62. t~n cOlllpanlu of 
In fantry a nd on e batmlion or artil
lery had b!len enrOlled 8S volun 
teers for active Servl(e , as (o\1o\\'s: 

CO. R. 16th In h n t ry, /IIay, 1861. 
Co. D. 26th Infantry, June. 1861. 
Co . ~' . 31th Infantry, u etobCr , 

1861. 
Co. D. 31th Infantry, S!lpt :llnber, 

1861. 
Co. B. 48th Infantry, }<'ebruary . 

1862. 
CO. A. 48th In fantry. March, 1862 
Co . ~;. 48th In fan try, ;\1 (\rch , 11162 1 
Co. F. 48th Infl n try, March. 1 862 
Co. I. 48th Infantry, Ma l'lh, 11162. 
Co. \. 63rd Infant~y, ,\Janh, ] 862. 

I 
T he I,a t :: A. J. I'rJt .. •. 

Co. C, 10th Ba~ta: lon o r Artillery, 
I Mar ch, 186 2 . , 





W . M . I' I';UH\', 

William Marlon Perry w .... bo: n 
whe re the town of Wlolate now 
Bl a nd s o n May 25, 1847 . H I, fath· 
e r was J eremiah Perry . a nati ve of 
AnIo n co unty. HI, mother, EII1.a
b(lth (Grlm o) " e rry . , Will a daugh
ter of Joh n Grl itl o of Un ion cou n
ty . a member o f one or 1hc old I 
familiel o f the 81:1 ~don n!lar WI II
gate. In August, 186 ~. wh~ n o nly 

117 y831"11 ,of ag", he cnll,ted In the 
::nd BaliallOD of N. C, TrOOoll Loud 
WILl aoon after tran8ferred to II. r eS"
ular regiment, where h e remained 
~rI a ctive service u n tl\ the elOlie o~ 
the war. Arte r belD: IIHll tc red ou t 

, he engaged In f arming and IInw mOl 
' hu 8l nCl8, and n!lIo was for many 
YCUril one of Wingate'. leading mer
,-huut,. Mr. Perry 18 IItlll a ct ively 
intert:8ted in gi nn ing, law m ill and 
lumber bualnen, 18 a prominent 
.. tockholdtr In t he Bank ot Wingate 
lind It.e vice president. Ito: kholder 
In the bftnk at Mt, Crogh ftn, S, C" 
co:lon mills In th Is county. etc, Mr, 
Peny has been one ot the m Ollt ar· 
dent supporlen ot Win gate Baptist 

I 

Y~~ ·II llaa 
(orumJ.lee, HI. an
tath er's side were ft

mong ttl*! !I~ ttle:. of t h l. II'3CtIOO, 
OUf of t !:Jem , Jer' ,nllh .... erry •• ervl t g 
I II the war 0: the Revol ut'on and 
111\11 k i lled IIC,H" Raleigh whlJe bear· 
IIII;' dlll;)l\tche .. for h !. command l n ~ 
officer, Th e so\"oro. found on his 
bod)' I. yet In the posJ:aBlon ot 
Thomas J , Perry of Wingate, a 
hroher o f William M , 

In 18 66 M. Parr), m arried Mllrtha 
E }roore, daugh ter o f S!lmul;I) R. 
).:(\()r'e ot Union CflJn t y, She d l r d 
In 1888. leavin g n in e chi :dn'o : 
Clarence, Jamu S., Dr, Will iam J " 
Cor a ( Mr&. J. B. Gaddy) Julia (Mn, 
J . B. Grutl n ), Mary E . ( Mrs., ('hal!, 
Beddingfield), Wilma ( MrB. M. B, 
Dry), Mattie (Mn. S. f"uDderburk), 

In 1890 Mr. Perry m arr ied MINI 
K'nt e M , R UBhlng, daughter of Bell· 
jamlD Rushi ng of Union CO'lnly. 





The l ,ate J . Ml>C. I' rlcc. 



I·UUI.IO SCIlOOI.tS. 
linea l ProgrUI a long education al Ill 

)~ [n Unlnn <:ou nty compares favorably 
r< wltb any ot the cou nllu In the 
0) S~ate. Indeed. wben relatJve popu
)1' 1I\II0n la conaldered . It la doubtful 

r .hat any other county l urpa88el It 
" . In Ihe Dll mbe r and excell ence of I : , 
( I ;'fU blJr. I ~hool, 
r · 'fhe following fat t l and fl gu r(8 
III .ai:c n from the recent and admi ra-

')ht report of Mr. R. N. Nilbet , 
:::OUlily Superintendent of Public In 

,., ~ ~ ru I;IIOD, will belt I tve to aho'" 
~ he prel . nt number and OO:ldltlon ot 
t -. II~ I choola. }o'or th e tlsc al year 

"I ltliO-11 the totaJ re. e lpll o f money 
... lor IILhool PUrt)Olca, derlVE:d from 

('ount)' funda. to-at taxf a. funda 
I!fllil the S tate and private dona

" .".,' • .moun ted to $4 1,826.73. 
~O~lIt for rIO t.n(l. lupen ls- , 

... u . j.;.~ 
---POor tlul <flnf l a.1d IUpp]l . I . $5.- fa 

" ;11 .11. 1 
t Tut"1 I.,ent fo r III purpcIU, S4u .- b 

1-': 4.1:: 7. . I 
Balance In hand , '1,401.86. h , 
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SOIl. AN I) CI.IM I\1·1~. 1 
The topography of Un ion cou n l 

mny hI< dcserbed 88 a roW ng !Itt 
ra~e , without an y ahrU I)t elevaU>r 
or depre~8Ion8, lind well, thollgJ:li"<o.( 
d(!nsely timbered. Its elevation abo:) 
Bea level, and general contour, (0/' 
blne to rurn~8h natural drainage 0, r 
Its whole area, leaving It free f rc'l 
8NIUllpS or oth", r drainage baalr . 
P ure water In abu ndlnce Is readi r 

I obt ai ned at an average depth of " 
10: t . The court hOllS2 at ,)I:J~ , 

wh leh stands on the seWRl \& c
of t he buslnes8 lUetlan , Is 6:;9 t t 
a.Jove saB level, and at no po! n ~ o"l 

the lanu 8urfll6 will thue figUi 
viUy more lh an 50 tt,,,t , e it her atKI, 
or lJe:ow th em. 

As an agricu ltural 8)Ctlon, lint 
CQUllt.., Is not BUT!11I8S: d I " 

II "' ''''" ' • ,t> .. f J!W-"llll'i' 
with .. _. " a\ld the:-e tr:lLta Ol • 
loam and light gravel, all hav!n 
h ow ever, a s ~rong clay subso: 
Fruitful yie lds have Invar iably fol, 
lowed the careful cultivation (, 
these lands, and while cotton 'pi 
been the pr lndpal crop (28,00( 
oale8 gi nned In the county I (UL 
year) aphmdld results I\lWI':I aiR , 
been obtained In corn and all st; 1 
pie veget ables, Any k ind of gr ... it 
or frui t comlllon to th e u mperatl 
:tone can be grow n In Union count) 
an d Intensive farmi ng together wit 
Incre,dled pa<;tura.lle will, In t 1l 
near future, bri ng about a dlverllit, 
In produ{.t8 and a new Impetus It 
.. tock raisi ng which will add grentl,' 
10 the wea lth and Im l)o : tan(e 0 \ 
tllia section, 

Climatic conditions a re alngularl :/ 
f(,vorable to th e jlresl r\'at!on 0 
health and the promotion 01 Jongcv:; 
tty, The county'S clevatlon an, ' 
fl nt! natural drai n age ghe It UlUn , 
ad,,'lt.nt3.gcs over seLtiona of lower al 
tltude by rease n of I)Urer air an~ 
froedum from malaria and polsonou 
guse~ which are ao frequently foune; 
1" luw and marshy localities, ' 

T ;:e mean an nual tempgratur 
hore Is a llout 61 d2greu, the th er. 
om{ltCl' .,eluolll r anging hl::;her , thanl 
111.1 In E' ..zmmer, o r lower than 32 Ir, 
"'i nter, Cool n ights are the rule' 
c1urlnl th e warm season , and th e 
dry. 11l'ftsll. IV loather COllllllon to tht 
co!de~ mou t h .. Is very i nvigoratin" 
Sud lundUlh " to active sud hea.: th. 
f ul effort, 



(;. M . STHWAItT. 

n ........... .AIIIor.ha\l Slew art, born III 
Union county 1:1 what II n;:,w :,\e ... 
Salem lownshlp. October 3. 18:,5 
He Is It. Ion ot C013m~n SUWllrt, 
who WIUI alllO a n,llve of th ll coun
ty and lerved In th 3 Confe:1ecate 

0. ) 1. SteWI1I1, 

army near ly tour ycan, lie enl1s t- 1 
cd In Co,npany I, 48th N, C, Infant
ry early In 1861, I!rvlng with the I 
army ot nor thc rn Virginia until he 
lost his right arln In th e \}attle uf 
the Wilderness, The mother of G. 
M. SlCWRl't wafJ.Jane (\lo") Stew
art, II Rtive of Unlcu county. Mr. 
Stewart moved to Wiligate from 
New Salem towns hip In 1890 and I 
engaged In the lumber \}ustness 
about ten years, wh'!:n he also be

l ca'-lie J..nt2r .~' In ('n_rtll lIIenhan
i'lt- \}w " , < u rrulng Tn """tJn"tI"!'" 
I 1):le. n: :)ny vl).,rI. ,,'hI r r'uterrorl3l 1 
': IOW rcqulr'ug mut,' tlf hI, t 'me: 

1,lr. St: wnrt Is a large s ;ockholder 
In the State Bank cf Win gate, and 
In the Mt. Croghan P·lI.nk In South 
CaTollna. owns st~k In CCltOn mil :s 
:\l Mon roe. and I, Inteiuted In \'a_ 
rlous properties In Lee (Qunl)'. N. 
C. In October, 18 76, he Illlrried 

I Flllcn E\!nooth Pe~ry, d 1ughter of 
Jeremiah Perry, natty of U n ~on 
cou nty. 

Mr. Stewart has heeq one of the 
most active and prO;&reslh-e men 
connected with the affair, of Wln
ga:e. He WIl8 one of the fou ndJrI 

lor th e no .... famous Wingate School , 
donating ;Iberally both land and 
mone)' toward Its eitablllhment and 
8uecell; was ODe of the organlr.erl 
of the State Bank of Wingate, II a 
town com mlsllioner, and member of 

'

the board of trulte£1 of Wingate 
S::hool. 

Hctl id ellcC o! G . ;\I. StCWllrt. 



'j',\X ,HII .. F: " ,\I .. UES, 

Of tho 388,958 a~res comprised 
withl!> th~ Hml:s ot Union lou nty, 
the RIll!}!! lll under cultlva.t ~oll wll i 

The ' .Jute 'J~, C. f; ulmllkll, 

11 0';. "'X(l~tI 20 ps r cent; alld In vle'/ 
ot tile faet t lla1 all land In tll 'J 
t;ount, Is tillable, It will be s)On 
l hat a population or nearly 35 ,000 
Is "rll"ti('ully IJUPI)Orted by t he 1)1'0-
dll cta or oll (;. fUth of the countY'$ 
nroa , FIUIll t hes3 conditions It 
might be r~'a.EonR!) l y Inferred lhat n 

I pOllUlntlon 01' at least 160,000 could 
be ca~lly supported upon the agr l· 
cultural posslbilidu without con81,i. 
cl"lng lh~ addition of industrial d~· 
vol,,~rue\lt , 

"'!lore opportu ni tl(s are h ere pr~ 
S;mll.!:l ror proxres ;lve farm 2rs, Wl ,b 
Kootl h,nd, execllcllt s. hoo :8 aDd 

I 
{'h III'dl ':: S, good t ~I\!I8poriallcn facit , 
IUt.!! Klld 80,,1,,1 c.dvan tagcs of a blEh 
ol'dOll', there Bhculd bs no dlmcu:ty 
In ,,;{)m\.ll nlng the comforts of 11 ft 
\\'~rh t he prOSI)cl lt y that Is sure IC 
follow Intelligent farming in thll 
110CUOn of t he South. 

The valu{$ of property, real ar.~ 
personal, as returned for taxallol. 
for 1911 al'e: 
{o'arllls a n d town lotH, .. $4,586.b ,·' 

I Person al property ., " 3,27-7,fjr, 1I 

I 
Rallroa:!s, telephone and :11· 

egraph companies, exprell8 
companies, e :c. ,. ' ., 1,223,7'!! 

B an I{ "tock , .. , ., ., 203,3 1 
l Hulldw5 ;'L nd I .. onn ABlOela-

~I.,- " ; 2JI , 
Varloua mi nor corpon.liouI:I, .. ;;. ~~ 
Total value of all taxable pro

I)erl y ., , .... , ,. 9,359 , 42 
{o'or 1910 the total value 

was " ., ... , ,. 7,728. np 
Gain In value sI nce 1910 J, 630, ; ', . 

The value of 8 hool propel» 
.Iu ly I, 1908, wall only $22,81'\ 
white, $18,770; (olored , $4,~ ' . 
Number of scbeol dletr l(ts, 120, 

On July 1, 1911, tb e valu~ (If 
8chool I)roper ty had Increased 10 
$39 ,536. White, $34, 40 0; co'OlOJ , 
$5,135, Number ot dlstrilt.8. 1Z2 

SOllie of the piibJic school8 cf I] n. 
Ion county 0lJerat2 undEr more f ll
'{orable advantages tha n the regl\ar 
VUJ/II .:: s ::bools . havln~ besen S;lousl· 

I
,y endo wcd from private a nd Il dl
vidual sources; while the s ;:eclal u x 

1 

The Late J , lU te. Price. 

" UlI) loyed In s 3veral dl8tricUl hilS reo 
~u lted In an unusually hl§'h standard 
')! education as compared with oth
er 10caUUes ot equal population lind 
lu"a, Notable example" of this kind 
.lre the s chool8 of Wing ate, Un lon_ 
.- l11e, Marshville, Wesl t y Chapel and 
i.~'eddlngton. which will be treated In 
\lltall elsewhere and In connection I 
with township mattei'll. 



TO \\' NSIIII 'S 1,'O It)I"~ I) . I 
Bef(.!'e the ro~m nl\on of r .agular 

town s t. l; s the arlalr8 of the (ounty 
were n:a:l u,le:l by millUa dlalrt (, ts, I 
th 3r e be!ng t h i r t een of them, each 
containing one ( ompany of 8:1ldhr!> I 
( o mmand : d by a capt a' n , Ow' ng to I 
th !a ra~ t, lil a dI8 ~: lct8 were kllol\.o 
as "captain's beats," /lod 1I8ua)y I 
look t!le nam a or the command' n:; 
offi cer o f that par .L u lar locaHty. At 
cen tral ]Joints In t he d IstrIcts vo:lng 
plal:cs ware e~tlb118hed and ele(.t ' (';11 
returns macle theref rom In lIIu. h 
the nm e mann o: r ns r£turns are n ow 
nnde t rom t ownshlr.s, 

In 18ill, after the new con8t! tu~ 
tlOD of th e S:ate was !ramen, under 
t b e Il ~CO!l8 : ru ~tlon Act, SUfl'eys were 
made and t he townshl plJ of Goose 
Creek, New Salem, S!lndy Rid ge, 
L ane's Creek. Ja:kson an d Buford 
were laid orr and th ei r lJoundarh:1I 
defIned, In addltlon to Monroe. In 
1879 the townahlp of Vance wall 
form!ld rrom porll ons or Goolle 
Cre3k and San rly Itldge, and seve~a l 
years later Marsbville township '>las 
form ed from I)Ortloll s t'! Lan'JB 
Cree k and N.:w Salem, b ! l ng the 
last (oW Ds lll l) division made up to 
the l)rellen t time. 

Within the boundarll's of l he reg

ular townships, In some Instanl·, 
charters have b3en granted 
munlclpal organlzatlons by lhe 
lalature: Waxha.w , In Jackson: , \. 
gate, lying In Mon roe and Mar 
ville ; Unionville, I Oooae Cre .<; 
dian Trail , In Vance; and Mar~ 
ville, In th e townshi p bell.rl n g t 
/lame name. 



, , WINGATE SCIIOOL. 

I It Is no wonder that the people 
II of Wingate elfprus themsel ves wl .h 
~ 110 mucb pride when ref llrt;nl.-e la 
t mad e to th eir s;>lendld school. There 

Is good reason for 110 doi ng, as It 
~ Is by far th.e fi n est achool building 

In t he county , aside from III high 
• slandard of graduation rllqulr~mell : s 

J . \\' , !.II veil!!. 

~ 1~l1l1y $12,000 have been Invernetl 
i n the buildi ng an :! cq uipnlent of 
the n ew estabIIShm: nt. 

f There are now upwar d. cf 300 pu 
) pUs In attend ance, li3 o f which are 

from outside counti es, repr ea:mtlDg 
North Caro lina, SOli til. Caroli na and 
T enn ellaeee. 'rhe Int ~ rlor arran ge-. 
ment of lhe b\li1dln ~ Is ideal for 

l' achool IIU rllOSfll, comprisi ng six 
~ large clfluroomll, Ubrar), and r eadl ns 

roc-ni, mU l lc roo m, d t naU ng r oon. 1I 
I: for the )'ou ng men'a ao(.\cti (II, a 

11..11 for the young la:l1611' nclc tl ~. , 
aDd a rln e auditori um fitted wi II. II 
commodiou . IItage, and hl<vi ng a 
l ~aUng capacity of 6aO. PrO;l8r 
care and skill are Sho,.. D ill th e 
h oating and aan ltary applian ceB, and 
nothi n g apl)ea rll to have b'3en over· 
l oo!l:cd In IJrov ld lng comt ol'lal.ile and 
health ful surroundl nga for the ctu· 
dentB. 

A beautiful g rove o f I)inn and a 
bounti ful Iprlng of Ilure wat~r II", 
attrat tlve reatu res or the Ichool I,m· 
perty com prilled In the 26 acr all o wn. 
cd bY the cor poration . The o!d 
frame structu res fOI-mer ly o l"cupled 
by the sch ool w lJl be r emod eled and 
conver ted Into dormi t ories for t he 
boyS and girl, wh oe3 hOIll t'8 lir e lit 
pofnt. remote from \VfDgate, 



WINGATE. 
ThiS thriving Ht:ll:' towD of about 

100 population Is aD the main line 
., f the S 3ahoard railway, anl! swen 
mlies from Monroe by [luhUe road. 
It Is d eli&htfu lly situated, u£lng In 
). fine fannIng 8:!ctlon, with nnusu
lily a ttractlve and healthful sur. 
,·ollndl ogs. NUlllcrous handSome res
danl,:(8 and substanllal ulIs inU I> 
llo: ks bear ev ide nce to the pTOiJper. 
t l... a nd advanced ui.ste of Ill! [lIllab· 
tan ,s. There aTe t wo rural moll 
, ' t e .. i . .::. r;: the towo Ov( r which 
a Uy de ll verl~8 ale made, and a 

.' .. • t ct~ilh " n.." ..!~~ h " :11(11 

.... connectlonll to all Ilo lnt8. ;m 
I ,.,I ,.:e coann gin, saw snd grlilt mill 
., ' .. In "'Onstan t (,'fJeratlon, whlle an n:''I\>e .,.,, ___ . ... .. ~ ... . 

r ~al merchants. One thO USR IHl 
~ven hundred br.les or cotton wer, 
Jhlplled from this IJ tat lon last venr 
j)caldcs mnny cllr loadS of ltIJI\Oel' 
<l.ud cord wood. A pro81lerOllll bank 
.Ind one of th e rtnut ",hoole in l ~ e 
3t!l.te also e nhance the dignIty and 
JlIl J)ortance or th e place. A r egular 
;;:harter wae granted by lhe Le~18I a_ 
ture In 1901, provid ing for U ma)
or and nve comUliBslcnel's, the cor
) Oratlcn HllIlts noll' bei ng one IUlle 
11uare. Descriptions In detail 0\' 
) romlncut Inler(8t8 of th e lown to-
gether .wlth blographkal Bketl hcli ct 
l everal of the pl'og resslve clt ' ~en8 
"re gIven below. 
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